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Brendel Pond – Our Campus Gem 
It will be 15 years in July that we celebrated the rebuilding of 

Brendelwood Pond (now referred to as Brendel Pond). It is certainly a 
beautiful focal point on campus, a relaxing place to gather (when we can) and 
fun to watch and feed the fish.  

Did you know there are 40-60 koi in the pond? Jay Podzimek 
(landscape manager) estimates there are around 1000 goldfish. Fish food is 
available for sale at The Manor front desk and Sally’s Gifts and we ask that 
you do not feed the fish anything else.  

In order to keep the pond healthy and attractive, a gallon of enzymes is 
added each month to the pond which helps with decaying matter such as 
leaves. A gallon of beneficial bacteria is also added each month which keeps 
the water chemistry in balance. Neither is harmful to humans, wildlife or the 
fish.  On occasion “green clean” is added when algae begin to build up. This is 
also harmless to humans, fish and wildlife.  

By the time you read this the 
fountain should be installed and running 
again. It was removed for its 10-year 
maintenance recheck and now sports new 
bearings and seals.  

You will see some new trees around 
the pond this spring. Quaking aspens will be 
planted this season as some beavers got a 
hold of trees last year and did quite a bit of damage before their tricks were 
discovered. They also tore up some trees by the covered bridge.  Tree guards 
were put on the trees, but they ate right through them, wires were then wrapped 
around the trees, but in the end -- the beavers won that round. 

In about a month the water lilies will be blooming. The foliage is 
already growing, and it just depends on the sunshine and heat as to how soon 
we will see the blooms. The lilies have been a feature for all 15 years. 

The wind sculptures, sun house pavilion, waterfall, exercise equipment 
and benches add to the attraction. Just remember – we all need to stay 6 feet 
apart for now. Being outdoors is good for all of us but we must keep our social 
distance and please wear a mask. 
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The next issue of 
Life at Meth-Wick will be 
Friday, May 22, 2020. 
Information for that issue 
needs to go to Teresa Dusil 
by noon Friday, MAY 15. 
The information needs to be 
in writing or by email at 
tjkdusil@methwick.org 
 
 
 
Who Was Mr. Wick?  
The Meth-Wick 
Community began as one 
man’s dream…    
A correction in the 
previous name of Kingston 
Hill – it was the Home for 
Aged Women. 
 

Thank You! 
Thank you to all that 

sent cards or phone calls to 
wish me a Happy Birthday. 
I want to thank you! You 
made my 95th birthday very 
special. I will cherish you 
forever. 

Mabel Pata 
 
 Thank you for all 
the cards, calls and well 
wishes for my 95th birthday! 
It made for a happy day. 
Also, thanks to Meth-Wick 
for all they do to keep us 
safe and healthy. All the 
staff and employees do their 
part, thanks again and God 
bless you all! 
 Betty Knupp 
 
 
Remember social 
distancing – 6 feet 
apart and please wear 
your mask! 
 
 

Greenwood Terrace, Deer Ridge, and Oakwood residents: 
At the end of last month all incoming U.S. mail was placed in your 

in-house mailboxes instead of your regular U.S. mailboxes.   
At Deer Ridge and Greenwood, your outgoing mail should be placed 

in a bin at the front desk.  Oakwood residents should bring their outgoing 
mail to The Manor. 
 
New Name Plate Anyone: 
 Residents of The Manor, Greenwood Terrace and Deer Ridge have 
name plates on their condo or apartment door. If you would like the name to 
read differently than it is currently or it is worn out and you need a new 
one… please send an email to tjkdusil@methwick.org or write out how you 
would like it to read and send it through campus mail to Teresa Dusil.  
 
Notary Notice  

Based on advanced directives training and legal counsel advice 
Meth-Wick employees who are notaries should not be signing legal 
documents for our residents. Notary service is no longer provided at Meth-
Wick.  We realize this is an inconvenience to residents and family but based 
on the recommendation of our attorney it has been a necessary change. 
 
Happy Mother’s Day!  
 Mother’s Day is a day we can all celebrate! We 
honor our own mothers as well as all the other mothers we 
love in this world. May your Mother’s Day be a beautiful 
day – even though we cannot celebrate in the way we wish 
we could. 
 
Brief Devotions by Chaplain Carol Sundberg 

In the coming weeks, you will have the opportunity to hear some of 
the writings by persons of faith across the centuries, from different places 
around the globe, and of different faith traditions. Some writings will be 
from their own hand, others will be stories written about them.  The Brief 
Devotions are telecast on the Meth-Wick’s Channel 15 on Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday – at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
(can be subject to change.) 
Our ‘guests’ over the next few weeks are: 

• Week of May 4-9: Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) – German 
theologian, Lutheran Pastor, devoted to the Resistance of Nazi 
control in Germany that eventually led to his execution a few weeks 
before the end of WWII in Europe.  His writings are rich with social 
justice. 

• Week of May 11-16: Saint Francis (1182-1226) – Born into a 
worldly and wealthy family, he eventually left his family and all of 
the security that it provided and took on a life of “imitating Christ” 
by living a life of obedience and humility, reaching out to persons in 
poverty and illness, and keenly reverent of the physical world.   

• Week of May 18-23: Anne Morrow Lindbergh (1906-2001) – wife 
of the famous Charles Lindbergh, mother of six, who knew 
heartbreak and success and betrayal, and yet writes movingly of 
solitude and peace and contentment.    
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June 2 Primary Election Information 
By Eryn Cronbaugh, Director of Wellness and 
Recreation: (297-8620) 
Email: ecronbaugh@methwick.org 

 
The Linn County Elections Office has been 

helping us to make sure our residents are well-
prepared for voting. As the June 2 Primary Election 
approaches, there are several items to highlight.   

You are likely aware that Iowa is encouraging 
everyone to vote by mail to assist with concerns 
related to in-person voting due to the coronavirus.   

Residents who live in Independent Living, 
Independence Plus, or Assisted Living-Custom 
Care… if you are registered to vote at your Meth-
Wick address, you should have already received 
absentee ballot request forms. If you have not, they 
are available at The Manor front desk. Since this is 
a primary, remember that you will need to pick a 
party affiliation. Please make sure to return your 
completed form to: Linn County Election Services, 
935 2nd St. SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.  Your 
ballot request form must be received by 5:00 
p.m. on Friday, May 22nd.   

In-person voting is not recommended at this 
time, but there will be an in-person option available.  
Polling locations have been consolidated for the 
June 2 election. The Manor will NOT be a polling 
place on Election Day. Precinct 21 will vote at the 
Cedar Rapids City Services Center, 500 15th Ave. 
SW, Cedar Rapids on June 2. Again, it is 
recommended that you use an absentee ballot 
instead of voting in-person for the Primary election. 
Meth-Wick does NOT plan to provide 
transportation on Election Day.  

Voting is handled differently for voters who 
reside at The Woodlands and Assisted Living-
Arbor Place.   

For the June 2 Primary, the process will work as 
follows: 

• Election officials have provided Meth-Wick 
with a list of currently registered voters in 
these two living areas as well as pre-
populated Absentee Ballot Request forms. 

• Staff members will ask ALL residents in 
these areas if they would like to vote in the 
upcoming election. 

• If a resident indicates they would like to 
vote, and they are already registered, staff 
will indicate that on the list, will have them 

complete their Absentee Ballot request form, 
and return their form to the Election office. 

• If a resident indicates they would like to 
vote, and they are not already registered, 
staff will have the residents fill out a Voter 
Registration form and an Absentee Ballot 
Request form.  

• If a resident indicates they do not wish to 
vote, staff will indicate that on the list. 

• Typically, a bi-partisan election team would 
come to these areas to assist with voting.  
Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, they will 
NOT be entering these areas.  Instead, a 
pair of staff members will deliver the 
ballots to residents who have requested them 
at The Woodlands and Arbor Place, and will 
assist residents as needed, signing a Voter in 
Need of Assistance form to indicate who is 
helping them.  If, for some reason, a resident 
who indicated initially they would like to 
vote changes their mind, staff will attempt 
again, and note if the resident consistently 
decides they would no longer like to vote. 

There are many misconceptions about voting in 
health care areas.  Here are a few answers to 
common questions that were asked. 

All residents, regardless of cognitive status, or 
perceived ability, are eligible to vote unless there is 
a specific court order deeming the person is not 
eligible to vote.  It is common for us to hear from 
family members, staff, and other residents that a 
person “shouldn’t vote”.  While we may share that 
opinion, the law is clear that we do not have the 
right to determine competence…only a court order 
can provide that determination. 

Power of Attorney does not apply to voting. A 
resident’s POA may not sign on behalf of their 
loved one or vote on their behalf. It is illegal.   

A loved one may not change the resident’s 
address to have an absentee ballot delivered to a 
location other than the health care facility. This is a 
felony act.   

If there are questions regarding voting in 
general, specific to The Woodlands or Arbor Place, 
or Independent Living, please feel free to contact 
me at 319-297-8620 or ecronbaugh@methwick.org 
or the Linn County Election Services office at 319-
892-5300 option 1. 
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In Memory: 
Mary Alida Taylor 

September 14, 1928 – April 21, 
2020 

Mary Alida moved to Meth-Wick in 
September of 2006 and was a 

member of Heritage Circle. 
 
Manor News 

• Automatic Door for Cubicle Room! 
Did you know there is a new automatic 

door opener for The Manor Cubicle Storage 
Room?  If you want to use the door opener to enter 
the Cubicle Storage Room, just look to the left by 
Caroline's office door, and the opener button is 
located there. We're grateful for this new feature! 

• Hillside Seeding! 
Thanks for a very generous gift from Deloris 

Luse, in memory of her son Paul, seeding has 
begun on the back hill of The Manor. According to 
Jay Podzimek, landscape manager, we can look 
forward to an array of huge blooms this summer! 
 

O Avenue Construction Continues 
 Water main installation and testing have 
been completed between 16th and 18th Street, with 
work continuing on the storm sewer, sanitary sewer 
and retaining wall installation. 
 Retaining wall work continues and water 
services will be hooked up to the new water main. 
Water main work will move west toward 20th 
Street. Travel lanes may shift during this work.  
 
Orchestra Iowa Season Over 

Orchestra Iowa has canceled the remainder 
of their season, which was scheduled to end in late 
June. This includes previously postponed 
performances.   

This does not currently effect the 2020-21 
season. 
 

 
Remember to wear your mask!! 

 


